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ing to my power, she being healthy and possessing the features,
&c., prescribed in the Scriptures, in order to elevate my one-
hundred-and-one families as long as the sun and the moon
continue to shine, and for the purpose of begetting children,
I, bestow such a bride on the bridegroom who resembles
PrajapatiV Whilst saying this, the girl's father puts the right
hand of the bride, which is filled with rice, silver or gold,
water, and darbha-grass, on to the right hand of the bride-
groom c as though on to a throne'.
The bride's mother, putting rice and red powder into a bell-
metal pot, which she is about to give to the bridegroom, says:
' I also give', and until she says these words, the bride is not
given. Meanwhile the priest recites the gotra of both bride
and bridegroom to prove that they are not within the pro-
hibited1 degrees. He mentions the great-grandfather, the
grandfather, and the father of the boy and of the girl, and then
says: * I bestow the bride on the great-grandson of so and so,
of the . . .gotra of the . . . Veda and of the . . . Sakha',
With certain Erahmans the gift of the bride must take
place at sunset and be completed before the sun has passed
more than half-way down to the horizon. A man is specially
stationed to watch the sun, and he rings a bell when the exact
moment comes for making the gift,
The rest of the proceedings are not supposed to be so
entrancing as to endanger the sanity of the bridegroom's
mother, so at this stage the bride's mother is dispatched
to bring her. Arrived at the lodging, the girl's mother
embraces the boy's mother, and then salutes her by bow-
ing down to her feet*2
This formidable dame comes wearing a sort of crown made
1 Once, at least, within recent years in Kathiawar, when the gotra were
recited, it was perceived that the pair were near of kin, and amidst endless
fuss the wedding was broken off, but the bride was not considered a
widow.
a Another point of difference between East and West that always
interests Hindus is that with us it is the bride's mother who is the mother-
in-law to be feared, conciliated, and revered ; with them the alarming
lady, 'the SHE-who-is-to-be-obeyed', is the hridegroom's mother.
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